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CONGRESS AT NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE.

CONFERENCE V.&mdash;VETERINARY INSPECTORS.

Presidential Address, by JOHN MALCOLM, F.R.C.V.S., Veterinary Inspector,
Birmingham (Fellow.

OUR Conference here to-day bears evidence that two diverging influences,~-~ the one tending towards increased specialization, the other towards
collaboration, which have produced marked effects on many walks of

life, have each had its influence on our profession in recent years.

Curiously the name of our Conference illustrates in a sense the former

influence, the circumstances in which we meet the latter. This you will

remember is a Conference of Veterinary Inspectors, that is, if strictly con-
strued, one of Veterinary Surgeons who are Veterinary Inspectors ; and
moreover, we meet under the auspices of the Royal Sanitary Institute.

It is very improbable, however, notwithstanding the name, that any such
restriction as it implies is intended to be enforced.

The influence towards specialization has eventuated in our body
corporate being divided into specific sections, and some of these again
into more or less distinct sub-sections.

From early days there were teachers and also practitioners who specialized
in the diseases of horses, of cattle and of dogs respectively. Afterwards

came other specialists, such as Board of Agriculture Veterinary Inspectors,
Army Veterinary Surgeons, Colonial Veterinary Officers, Indian Civil

Veterinary Officers, Local Authority Veterinary Officers and others. All

of these have in recent years increased. An illustration of the increase

and progress in Local Authority whole-time Veterinary Officers may not
be without interest here. ,In 1880 there was only one Local Authority
whole-time Veterinary Officer in this country, that genial Municipal
Veterinarian and fine cart horse judge, the late R. S. Reynolds, of Liver-
pool. In 1881 my appointment to Birmingham made the second such
Officer. While I cannot quite say that our numbers have increased by
leaps and bounds since then, I can safely say that we have made unmistak-
able and sound progress, and to-day Local Authority whole-time Veterinary
Surgeons constitute a body of considerable number and importance. More

over, they have specialized into Stable Superintendents, Dairy Inspectors,
Meat Inspectors, Contagious Disease Inspectors, etc. Under some au-

thorities a Veterinary Officer is found specializing in these several directions,
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under others he acts as a specialist devoting his time and life’s work to one
particular line. While both cases can justly be regarded as instances of
specializing, the latter is of course the more specific, and should produce
the greater results. It is the intensified specialization of scientists, and
the concentration of their educated trained energies in specific lines, that
has constituted, and will continue to constitute, one of the most potent
forces in existence in solving problems and increasing knowledge. Besides

the body of whole-time Inspectors, there is a much greater one of part-
time Inspectors, who, besides carrying on their own private practice, specia-
lize as Inspectors in one line or another. They too have increased abun-
dantly. Inspectors, whole-time and part-time, and other specialists are

still, and are likely to continue to be, much the smaller division of our body
corporate. The larger one of course is that of the general practitioners,
but whatever line a Veterinarian may elect to follow, he is inevitably heavily
indebted to the specialists in one way or another.

The operation of the second influence referred to, and evidenced by
collaboration, is naturally in a different direction. This, instead of re-

stricting energies to a specific line and intensifying research thereon, tends
rather to broaden or widen the sphere of action. By collaborating with

other professions as we are here doing under the aegis of the Royal Sanitary
Institute in the common interests of public hygiene, we are afforded a

very desirable opportunity of showing our capacity for specific lines of

work which we have been specially trained to undertake. Just 20 years
ago the first Veterinary Conference at a Congress of the Institute was held.
This was a tribute to Veterinarian interest in public hygiene, and indicated
that in the Institute’s opinion we were capable of adding to the knowledge
necessary for the betterment of health, and the prevention of disease.

Since that Veterinary Conference others have been held in connection with

this Institute and also with other bodies until the war intervened. Now

once again Congress Meetings with their attendant sectional Meetings and
Conferences are happily in being. We look to these with confidence to

aid us in the dissemination of such knowledge as we may have in the mean-
time acquired, and likewise to further the introduction and enactment of
measures necessary to obtain greater benefit from knowledge already pos-
sessed.

Many valuable methods of proving our capacity and of spreading Veter-
inary knowledge are open to any Inspectors who care to accept them
I personally have in the past availed myself of one of these methods in
publicly addressing bodies of stock owners on Veterinary matters of mutual
interest, and I am again following this line by having undertaken to address

. 

the Birmingham Chamber of Agriculture, in September next, on the steps
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necessary for, and the benefits to be derived from, the eradication of tuber-
culosis from dairy herds.

Perhaps a brief reference to some points of interest observed in con-
nection with the eradication of Tuberculosis from Birmingham herds may
not be deemed inappropriate here. For the information of those of you
who may not be aware of the fact, I may say that the Birmingham Public
Health Committee, at the instigation of Birmingham’s Medical Officer
of Health, Doctor Robertson, after an enquiry in Denmark respecting
Bangs procedure there, inaugurated a scheme for obtaining milk from
tubercle free cows for Birmingham Institutions and for the children of

parents willing to pay a small increase in price over that paid for ordinary
milk from cows not proved to be tubercle free. Broadly, this scheme

provided that any dairy farmer whose farm was situated within a specific
measurable distance of Birmingham, and whose milk was sent to Birmingham,
should have his cows tested with Tuberculin, free of cost, by Veterinary
Surgeons appointed by the Corporation on his undertaking to immediately
isolate and subsequently dispose of reactors, to buy-in only tubercle free
cows, and to house them only in approved well ventilated sheds. The
scheme has met expectations. Its progress, however, has inevitably been
suspended during the war . At present we have 20 tubercle-free herds,
numbering 585 cows, and 6 herds, numbering 87 cows, under process of
being freed.

I may say that we have had two different classes of herds to deal with:
the one where the herd is entirely kept up by home breeding, the other where
there is either no breeding or only part breeding, and the cows required to
replace those disposed of are purchased in the open market. Where the cows
are bred at home the problem is immensely simplified, and the results from
many points of view much the more satisfactory. Where the cows have to be

purchased one has to remember that however carefully one may test the
recent purchases, a certain percentage of recent tubercle infected non-

reactors, doped temporary non-reactors, and other infected but temporary
non-reactors from some other cause will be introduced. If all newly pur-
chased cows can be kept apart for a time and then re-tested the introduction
of infected cows into a herd can almost entirely be obviated, but where such
isolation is impossible, and the second test omitted; the introduction of

infected cows is ahnost certain. ’ Moreover, the difficulty of maintaining a ,

tubercle-free herd in such conditions is enormously increased owing to the .
early stage at which recently infected cows can infect others. When we
started operations, we were buoyed up with the hope, partly engendered by
the erroneous conclusions in our experience of Ostertag and others, that for a
considerable period after infection, many cows, although having become
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reactors, were what is termed closed cases incapable of infecting others.
In our experience no real reactors can be regarded as closed or non-infecting
cases. If a recently infected non-reacting cow is placed in a shed containing
tubercle-free cows, and a month afterwards proves to be a reactor, and
is tl~en immediately removed, the odds are great that one or more of the
tubercle-free cows will have become infected. If, instead of a month, two
months are allowed to elapse, infection of some of the others is almost a
certainty, and an early re-test of the whole herd is necessary if the herd is to
be kept clear. That has been my experience of so-called closed cases, and
every veterinarian who has worked in collaboration with me holds similar
views on this head.

The purchaser of tubercle free cows in the market has other difficulties
to contend with than those connected with non-reacting infected cows, not
experienced by the home breeder. The most careful purchaser runs the risk
of buying cows affected with latent contagious diseases such as contagious
abortion, specific vaginitis, Johne’s disease, cowpox, etc., and the unwitting
purchase of a cow affected with one or other of these, but more particularly
the first mentioned, may result in a very serious loss.

The result of our dealing with a herd belonging to the Birmingham and
District Drainage Board since 1908 is instructive. The work throughout
has been carried out in collaboration with Mr. C. Byner, M.R.C.V.S.,
Birmingham, the Board’s Veterinary Officer. We commenced operations
in 1908 by testing the whole herd. The result is as follows :-

The eradication you will observe was gradual. This was due to three
factors : (a) The retention on the farm in immediately adjoining buildings
of a number of reactors that were good milkers. (b) The mixing of reactors
and non-reactors at grass. (c) The periodic purchase and introduction into
the herd of cows and heifers, a number of which were not tested till some time
after their introduction. Eradication was complete at the end of 1914,
since when the herd has been entirely free, and no cows have been purchased,
the herd being kept up by home bred heifers and a few purchased ones tested
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before being served. In 1918 half the herd had to be sold, the buildings and

ground being required for the Castle Bromwich Aerodrome. There has been

no case of Johne’s disease, contagious abortion, contagious vaginitis or

cowpox. Home breeding not only favours the eradication of tuberculosis,
but in a herd free from other contagious diseases lessens materially the risk of
their introduction.

Rabies.

By Sir STEWART STOCKMAN, M.R.C.V.S., Chief Veterinary Officer and Director
of Research Board of Agriculture.

(ABSTRACT.)

RABIES was finally eradicated from the United Kingdom in 1902, and
-*-~- stringent measures as regards imported dogs had been passed by
Parliament to enable the Board to guard against its introduction from
without. All such measures, however, depend upon the ability of the

preventive authorities to enforce them, and to a large extent at least on
the disposition of the public to respect their provisions and their object.

It was possible to re-introduce rabies only by importing an infected dog
and letting it loose. A dog infected in the rabies sense, however, is not

necessarily an animal showing outward symptoms of rabies, for a dog in-
fected by the bite of another may not develop the disease until several
months afterwards. The basic principle of regulations for the exclusion of
rabies is to impose upon imported dogs a period of observation in quarantine
which is sufficient to cover the usual extent of the latent period of the disease.
This, apparently, simple method is unfailingly effective, provided dog
owners are prevented or refrain from smuggling in dogs in defiance of the
regulations and their object.

For 16 years these measures were successful in preventing the re-intro-
duction of rabies, and the United Kingdom was, in a sense, a happy land
for dogs and dog owners. Owing to the extraordinary conditions arising
out of the war, however, and partly to. the fact that after prolonged un-
familiarity with the disease a section of the British public failed, or refused,
to realise the gravity to man and dog of introducing rabies into a clean
country, the preventive measures broke down as regards the two main
props upon which their effectiveness depended. The executive preventive
authorities at the ports had to meet a very abnormal situation, in which
their ordinary powers and facilities were greatly curtailed ; this was accentua-
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